
“Some people are finding it really 
advantageous to transfer stock.” says 
Jane Crane, treasurer of St. John UMC in 
Anchorage.

Gifts of appreciated assets such as 
stocks and mutual funds can provide you 
with numerous benefits: 

Avoid federal and state capital gains  
 taxes

Receive an income tax deduction for 
the full amount of your gift

Make a meaningful gift with no cash 
 out-of-pocket

Capture the value of your stock 
and end the worrying about 
market fluctuations

Put your gift to work right away for 
the causes you care about

How does it work? The church 
member who wants to make the gift fills 
out a brief form indicating their intent 
to transfer stock, the Northwest United 
Methodist Foundation works directly with 
the donor’s broker to accept the shares 
and liquefy them, and then the church 
gets a check in the mail. 

Let bookkeeper Jane Crane reassure 
you, “this process has been streamlined 
so well, and the people at the Foundation 
are so knowledgeable and quick to 
answer questions.” 

“It has been an awesome 
opportunity for St. John to receive 
pledges and special gifts towards paying 
off our debt.” This is a great way for you 
to bless your church while being able to 
receive year-end tax benefits.

Case Study: Gifts of Stock Ending the 
Year Well

Getting a head start 
on your year-end tax 
planning can benefit 
you and make a big 
difference to our 

ministry.

Here are some ways you 
can shift tax dollars to 
charitable dollars and 
support your church.



IRA Charitable Rollover
Congress made permanent the law that 
allows people age 70½ or older who own 
an IRA to make cash gifts directly from 
their IRA to charity. For many people, 
this is the best tax-wise way to give. An 
IRA rollover gift will not be included in 
your taxable income and will qualify for 
your required minimum distribution.

Outright Gift of an Asset
If you want to support your church this 
year but are concerned about preserving 
your cash resources, consider a gift of 
an appreciated asset. A gift of securities, 
business interests or real estate can 
provide you with significant income 
and capital gains tax savings, often 
exceeding the benefits of a cash gift.

Donor Advised Fund
If you are looking for an end-of-year 
deduction but want more time to make 
thoughtful giving decisions, consider a 
donor advised fund (DAF). The Foundation 
can use your tax deductible gift to 
establish a DAF, and you can make grants 
from it now and in the future to support 
our work and other causes you care about.

Zero-Tax Gift and Sale
If you are planning to sell an asset like 
securities, real estate or a business, 
before you sell, consider a “zero-tax” 
charitable gift and sale. By making a gift 
of part of the asset before the sale, you 
can use a tax-saving charitable deduction 
to significantly lower or eliminate 
the capital gains tax on the sale.

May We Help?
If you would like further information on these year-end planning strategies, 
please contact the Northwest United Methodist Foundation. 

Selling stock, real 
estate, or a business? 

Consider planning 
strategies to avoid 
capital gains tax

Extra medical 
expenses?

Establish a 
health savings 
account (HSA)

Have state taxes, 
property taxes,
medical bills?

Accelerate 
deductible 
expenses

Expect to be in a 
lower tax bracket or 
can control income?

Shift income 
to this year

Own an IRA and/
or 401(k)?

Maximize your 
deductible 

contributions

Expect to be in a 
higher tax bracket?

Talk to your 
tax advisor for 

solutions

Have investment 
losers?

Sell to offset 
winners and 

lower your capital 
gains tax

Age 70½ or 
older?

Check on your IRA 
required minimum 

distribution

Consider these situations before the year’s end:


