
How can we help?
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□  I would like to learn more about using my home 
to fund a charitable remainder trust.

□  I would like to learn more about bargain sales.

□  I would like to learn more about creating a life 
estate reserved.

The best way to contact me is by: 
□  Email    □ Mail    □ Telephone

Name ___________________________________________

Street____________________________________________

City ______________________________________________

State/Zip ________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________________

Email ____________________________________________
All inquiries are treated with complete confidentiality.
This information is not intended as tax, legal or financial advice.  
Gift results may vary. Consult your personal financial advisor for 
information specific to your situation.
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Gifts of 
Real Estate

If you own a personal residence 
or vacation home that has 
appreciated over time, you may 
be worried about the capital 
gains tax that you’ll face when 
you eventually sell the property. 

But there are several ways to 
reduce your tax liability while 
supporting your local church, 
and even increasing your 
income.

Your home could be 
the key to your future. 



The names and images shown here are representative of typical 
donors and may or may not be actual donors to the organization. 
Under federal rules your benefits may be different from this 
example. Please contact us for your specific benefits.

A charitable remainder unitrust 
permits you to sell your home tax 
free, and then provides you with 
income and a current charitable 
income tax deduction for the 
remaining trust principal, which will 
go to charity. 

If you need some cash up-front 
when your property sells, you may 
be interested in a sale and unitrust. 
Call the Foundation at 800-488-4179 
to learn how you can receive cash 
income and a charitable deduction 
this way.

A bargain sale is simply the sale of 
property for less than fair market 
value. We purchase your property 
from you at a lower price than what 
you would ordinarily sell it for in the 
market. You receive the cash from 
the sale and a charitable deduction 
for the difference between the 
market value and the purchase price. 

Your $250,000 home exclusion 
($500,000 for married couples) may 
cover the taxable gain on the cash 
you receive for the sale of a personal 
residence, and any remaining gain 
may be offset by your deduction.

If your goal is to receive a current tax 
deduction but stay in your home, a 
Life Estate Reserved may be the plan 
for you. This means you transfer your 
home by deed to your church, but 
reserve the right to continue using it 
for the rest of your life. You are still 
responsible for maintenance, 
insurance, and property taxes, but 
you benefit from a current charitable 
tax deduction. 

When your church receives your home 
in the future, you’re supporting the 
ministry that you love beyond your 
lifetime. 

Miranda lived in the family home where 
she and her spouse had raised their three 
children. After her spouse passed away, 
Miranda found it increasingly difficult to care 
for the property. One Sunday at church, she 
learned that she could make a gift of her 
home to the church and receive income.

“I called the Foundation and asked how a 
charitable remainder unitrust works. They 
said that when the time came for me to 
move out of my home, I could put it in a 
trust for my church. I’d get a tax deduction 
right away, and income for the rest of my 
life.”

Miranda felt ready to downsize. Her financial 
advisor reviewed the plan and said that the 

income she received from the charitable 
remainder trust would be enough to cover 
her living expenses. 

“That same week, I put my name on the 
waiting list at the condominium where two 
of my good friends live. As soon as a unit 
came available, I called the Foundation 
and said that I was ready to move out of 
my home and set up the charitable trust. It 
worked out great.”

Miranda was thrilled that she could turn her 
property into income, quit doing yardwork, 
and support her church’s mission. 

Trusts: cash or income, 
plus a deduction

Bargain Sale: cash and 
a deduction

Life Estate Reserved: 
stay in your home


